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Wilson Asks Congress for Drastic Laws to Cut Prices^
ants Government Food Control Made Permanent*

. T. Strikers Accept Nixon's Offer to Mediate
Wliat Fools These Mortals Be

(Copyright, mir». Now York Tribuno Inc.)Garrison Is
Ready to See
Own Men^ but
No Outsiders
Committee Will Submit
Workers* Demands to
Service Commissioner
at Conference To-day

Some Cars Running;
Surface Lines Down

Recognition of Union to
Be Insisted Upon as

a Basis of Settlement,
Says Labor Organizer
Lenders of the B. R. T. strike ac-

oepted conditionally last night »n offer
by Public Service Commissioner Nixon
to act as m«sdiator between the strikers
tnd Lindley M. Garrison, receiver for
the transit company. A committee of
union members will present their griov-
trices to Mr. Nixon at 10 a. in. to-day
at 49 Lafayette Street.
Notwithstanding these hopeful signa

Brooklyn transit lines were only a little
better off last nignt than they had been
the preceding evening, though the com¬
pany announced ita intention of in¬
creasing the service to-day, particularly
on the subway and elevated lines. Sub¬
way and elevated trains were running
occasionally last night, but not a sur¬
face car moved.
"My position remains unchanged,

said Mr. Garrison. "I will receive any
committee that comes to me if it con¬
sists of employes of this company
chosen by the others to present their
grievances, but I will not consent to
deal with men who admit that their
hr&t interest is recognition of some
outside organization. It' the commit¬
tee really represents my men I will
discuss unj grievances they may have
to present. That has been my position
«11 along."

i nioTi Would Compromise
The committee of strikers which will

call or. Mr. Mixon this morning is the
»arae body which presented the de¬
mands tu officers of the B. R. T. dur¬
ing Mr. Garrison's absence from tho
city. All its members are union men;
all are employes of the B. R, T. Its
chairman is Edwin Smith.
The origin«! demands made by this

committee included recognition of the
union, an advance in wages to 75
cents an hour and the eight-hour day.P. J. Shea, member of the executive
commit! of the Amalgamated Asso¬
ciation of ¡street and Electric RailwayEmployes of America, who is one of
the most prominent of the strike
leaders, announced last night at tiv-
Brooklyn Labor Lyceum that the
strikers were ready to compromise
Borne of their demands, though not
that for recognition of the union.

To Insist On Recognition
"We will insist upon immediate

recognition of the union." he said,
after the strikers' acceptance of Com¬
missioner Nixon's offer became known,
snd if that is ¡greed to the men will
return to work, pending the granting*.' the wage and hour demands of the
employes."
He also said in a speech to strikers

*lat the first step toward mediation
and conferences "looked like the begin-
"»iff of the end," adding':

Perhap we won't get all we are
looking 'or but when you consider
that a few weeks ago you couldn't even
«te< into the company's .*fhce, and youf'"ar row that they are willing to
"***¦ you, that in itself is a great vic¬
tory. The situation looks good, but
lft us continue our good work. Keep
on picketing, but stay within the law."

Commissioner Nixon's Plan
Commissioner Nixon's plan is to or¬

ganize a committee of the B. R. T.
*orkers as such, and not as represent-
'tlv«s of the Amalgamated Street and
electric Railway Employes' Associa-

|*on> and bring about a meeting with
*'¦. Garrison. This device for the
°P«ninjr wedge to strike conferences**¦ thR result of the receiver's con¬tinued refusal to meet with a com-¦']*« of the union.A1 * meeting of the Central Feder¬ated Union, held in the evening, reso-
m.i0Ï" were »dopted calling upon Fed-V*1 Judge Mayer to rsmove Mr. Garri-!?".*¦ reeeiver. The reason given wasw»t h» had proved himself ,run-Amer-
t^jntolerant and unprogressive" in

Continued on page thirteen

B. R. T. Strike Causes
Heavy Losses at Coney

p*ONEY ISLAND is losing hundreds
of thousands of dollars because

of the B. R. T. strike. Last night
and the night before would have
drawn big crowds under ordinary cir¬
cumstances, but the place nearly was

deserted. Bathing almost has stopped,
and the amusements are not being
patronised.

All of the lines in partial operation
are making their terminals so far
from Coney that people will not walk
the extra distance. Concessionaires
who had looked forward to a big sea¬

son and later worried about the re¬

sults of prohibition and the wet
weather, now are prophesying goomily
that the Mardi Gras, scheduled for
the middle of September, will have to
be given up.

Actors Keep
9 Theatres
Dark; 3 Open
Geo. M. Cohan and Others
Take Roles of Strikers;
Managers Call in Play¬
ers on Road to Fill Gaps
Nine of the twelve theatres which

were closed Thursday evening by the
strike of members of the Actors'Equity
Association remained dark last night.
The three that revived their produc¬
tions were the Cohan & HarriS, "The
Royal Vagabond;" Selwyn, "The Chal¬
lenge," and the Forty-fourth Street
Theatre, "Gaieties of 1919."

Despite picketing on the part of the
striking actors, no show that weathered
the first night of the walkout close«!
last night.

At the Cohan & Harris, George M.
Cohan appeared in the rôle of Marcel,
the barber. He was introduced to the
audience before tlie curtain arose by
William A. Brady.

Mr. Cohan delivered an address dur¬
ing the performance in which he said:
"The actors have no real grievance.

If they did, I'd be with them. The
$400 a week men are causing hardships
on these," and he pointed to the
chorus.

Cohan Burlesques I'nion
Nine of the ten principals in the

musical comedy have walked out, The
places of seven have been taken by
men and women from the chorus. Sam
Forrest, producing manager for Cohan
& Harrir,. also appeared last night. Mr.
Cohan introduced ;: new song into the
sh'ow, burlesquing the Actors' Equity
Association.
At the Forty-fourth Street Theatre,

before the performance it was an¬
nounced that Al .lolson would take the
place left vacant by the walk-out of
Ed Wynn, and that Sophie Tucker
would till one of the feminine roles in.
tin." production. Later it. was learned
that Jolson had refused to appear.

Tickets Urge Tie-up
At the stage door of every theatre,

pickets were posted, urging those who
had remained faithful to the Produc¬
ing Managers' Association to give up
their allegiance. They met with no

marked success.

In front of the New Amsterdam
Theatre John Charles Thomas and Cy¬
ril Chadwick pleaded with the mem¬
bers of Ziegfeld's Follies with pict¬
uresque results.
Chorus gins, who heard that picket¬

ing was going on, swarmed to the tire
escapes to watch, many of them in cos¬
tumes never intended for publication.
It took five policemen to move the
crowd. The cops then suggested to the
picketing actors that they couldn't
stand still and talk about it, but
would have to l-.eep moving. Thomas
and Chadwick complied at once.
Though walking, they cont nued to

persuaile. and did so to such purpose
that Eddie Cantor, Eddie Dowling and
Phil Dwyer deserted the show.

Dooleys Return to Show
Johnny and Ray Dooley went out

when the strike was first called, but
returned when informed by Mr. Zieg-
feld that he was not a member of the
Producing Managers' Association. All
yesterday William A. Brady continued
to insist that Mr. Ziegfeld was a mem¬
ber, and Mr. Ziegfeld persisted that
he wasn't. No decision had been
reached late last night.

Pickets swarmed about the Century
Theatre, where "Chu Chin Chow"
opened last night, but were unable to
persuade any actors to desert. One of
them besieged Lionel Braham as he
was entering the stage door and held
up the actor until some one inter¬
vened and pushed the picket into the
gutter.
A strong attempt was made to "pullout" "She's a Good Fellow" at the

Globe, but the Bhow went on. So did
the performance at the Winter Garden,
although many were missing from the
cast, and the show bore little resem-

Continued on last page

2d Division
Gets Ovation
FromCrowds

Flowers Trampled Under
Foot as 27,000 Reg¬
ulars and Marines, Faces
Lined by Toil, March

Megaphone Finds
Hero for Mother

Famous Organization
Ends Career After Offi¬
cial Review in 5th Ave.

There were lines in the lean faces
of the 27,000 men who marched up Fifth
Avenue yesterday afternoon. Those lines
were etched when these American sol¬
diers stood at Chateau Thierry, when
they forced their way into Soissons,
straightened their share of the line at
St. Mihiel, when they fought in Cham¬
pagne and finally when they shot and
stabbed their way through the Argonne.
The 2d Division was only parading

and the canvas packs on the backs of
the doughboys were empty of many
of the implements they carried over
there. But in their faces, in the right
angled slant of their mirror-like bayo¬
net', and in the scuffle of their iron
studded feet was revealed the grim
daunt.lessness that held them to their
duty until trie enemy cried "Kamerad."

Yesterday hob-nailed shoes that had
:¡.¡odc thr«>ugh the litter and choke of
malty battelfields trampled on red roses
and white and purple asters that were
:>:rt.wn in their path by breathless
girls whose charm frequently won a
contest with military discipline and
lured from "alignment eyes that had
i i'ii ordered "front."

Fifth Avenue Thronged
From the arch at Washington .Square

to the point of disbandment at 110th
Street, the Fifth Avenue walks were
filled with men, women and children
who cheered the passage of each unit.
Major General John A, Lejeune, di¬
vision commander, ;:nd his staff, head¬
ing the parade, started from the Wash¬
ington Arch at 3:10 p. in., and it was
4:öf« p. m. when they reached 110th
Street. The division marched past the
reviewing stand at the Public Library
:-i just a trifle less than forty-fiveminutes, faster than either the 27th
or the 771ii divisions passed a givenpoint.

If the ;^:>cctators favored marines or
regulars they did not show it in their
shouts and applause. Devil «lops and
doughboys divided honors in Fifth Ave¬
nue just as they did at Chateau Thier¬
ry, though a censor's ruling kept the
score of praise lopsided for weeks after
grass liad begun to sprout over the
battlefield graves of thousands of men
of both branches of the service.
When Major General Lejeune passedthe reviewing stand he was saluted by

a host «>f notables that included Frank¬
lin 1). Roosevelt, Acting S« cretary of
.lie Navy; Admirals Benson, Glennort
and Cleaves; the commander of the
Marine Corps, Major Genera! Georg«*Barnett, and Major Generals Barry,Shanks »who arranged yesterday's
parade), Alexander (who commanded
New York's 77th in the Argonne light¬ing! and Nicholson.
The silk hat of Mayor Hylan was

held aloft, too, and other city and
..tato officials shouted and cheered.

Flowers for Veterans
Just then a young woman dressed in

the white uniform of a Knights of
Columbus canteen worker dashed tow-
ard the division commander with an
armful of .American Beauty roses.
This was too much for the general's
mount, who crouched and then bolted.
The girl was persistent and chased af¬
ter him as fast as her French heels
would permit. Again she extended the
roses, and again the general's horse
dashed out of reach. If the mount
had been a veteran charger accus¬
tomed to the roar of cannon but
strange to the flutter of skirts it
might not seem so odd, but this horse
was General, pride of the New York
Police Department.
The roses finally were shoved into

the hands of a staff officer, who tucked
i hem under his arm, heads down.

Few Doughboys Take Bouquets
With the doughboys the flower girlshad little more- success, and only occa¬

sionally found one who would permitthem to shove white and purple blooms
into a hand that was calloused from
gun butts and spade handles.
There were lumps in many throats

luring the passage of the 6th Marines
at Forty-third Street, where a slender,.hick-clad little woman had pushed her
.ay to the curb and strained her eyesfor her son, "William Schmidt, of
Pittsburgh." A man with a megaphonekept repeating his name while the men
of the 6th tramped by. Then, in ons
of the last companies, a tall soldier
with the Distinguished Service Cross
fastened to his breast, waved his hand.
It was William, all right, and he saw
his mother, but she couldn't see, her boyfor tears, and neither could many of
the others who stood near by.As the last marchers swung up the
ivenue it marked the end of the 2d
Division, for the Marines entrained
soon afterward for Quantico, Va.,
once more under the command of the
Secretary of the Navy, and the regular
army units started for Camp Kearny,California, there to be reorganized on
a peace basis.

Storage Men
Called in Quest
For Hoarders

200 Warehouse Official»
in Manhattan and The
Bronx Ordered to Give
Grand Jury Food Records

Federal machinery for the seizure of
hoarded food stocks will be put in mo¬
tion next week, it was announced yes¬
terday by acting United States At¬
torney Barnes. The officers of more
than 200 storage warehouses in Man¬
hattan and the Bronx have been served
with subpoenas by Assistant United
States Attorney Mathews calling for
the production of full data on stocks
now on hand.

This will be useer in an investiga¬
tion by the Federal grand jury to
ascertain the identity of persons who
may be guilty of hoarding. Operatives
of the Department of Justice, working
in squads, yesterday investigated com¬plaints charging the piling up of re¬
serve stocks with apparent specula¬tive purpose. The result of these in¬vestigations was not revealed.
The following letter was sent yes¬terday by Mr. Mathews to the storagewarehouse officials:
"Gentlemen:
"Tho accompanying subpoena callsfor the production of certain docu¬

ments and papers in your possessionbefore the Federal grand jury Au¬
gust 12, 1919. It is desired to se¬
cure promptly all the data fromwhich it may be determined whether
or not there exist violations of the
hoarding provisions of the food con¬
trol law.

"It would facilitate the grand juryand also this office, and perhaps your
concern, if you could have the in¬
formation called for in the subpoenaand such additional information as
in your opinion has a bearing there¬
on tabulated and forwarded imme¬
diately to this office.
"Data not covered by the informa¬

tion you so furnish can thereafter be
called for at the convenience of the
grand jury. If you comply with this
suggestion it will not be necessaryfor the present to produce your orig¬inal records.

"I am counting on your cooperationin assisting this office to arrive at
the facts in connection with the food
situation." |The subpoenas call for the production

of all records and information coveringthe following matters:
"1. List of food products of all kinds

in your custody or control, statingquantity of each lot.
"2. Names and addresses of owners

of each lot of food product in your
custody. Date each separate lot of food
product was acquired or received by
you.

"8. All contracts covering all the
food products in your custody or con¬
trol.

"4. Contracts covering food products
to be acquired by you.

"5. Your estimate of the quantity of
each class of food products to supply
your normal needs for one month."

All this material, with the compara¬
tive reports made by the government
investigators, will be presented to the
grand jury. However, Mr. Barnes ex¬
plained yesterday that where cases of
hoarding were found the United States
marshal would be directed to seize the
stock without, any court action. The
Lever uct, under which all prosecutions
will be instituted, provides for such
seizure.
The hunt for food hoarders in New

Jersey is being directed by Assistant
United States Attorney Kessler. In
one warehouse in Newark the investi¬
gators found 550,000 dozen eggs, 1,000,-
000 pounds of meat, 590,000 pounds of
butter and 450,000 pounds of cheese.
It has not yet been definitely deter¬
mined how long these stocks have been
accumulating.

English Bill
Decrees Jail
For Profiteers

LONDON, Aug. 6..:The government
bill providing prosecution and penalties
for persons guilty of profiteering, the
text of which was made public to-day,
empowers the Board of Trade to inves¬
tigate prices, costs and profits and to
investigate complaints of unreasonable
profits, whether wholesale or retail.
After investigation, the Board of

Trade is authorized to declare what is
a reasonable price and require that
the article be sold'at that price. In
case of failure to sell articles at the
price specified, the board is empowered
to take proceedings against offenders
before a court of summary jurisdiction,
which may inflict penalties not exceed¬
ing a fine of 200 pounds ($1,000) or

six months' imprisonment.
The Board of Trade may require

local authorities to establish local or
other committees, to whom the board
may delegate all its powers, with a

regulation to provide right of appeal
by dealers from any order or decision
of the local committees, and may make
provision for the prevention of frivo¬
lous complaints.
The Board of Trade may authorise

local authorities, under prescribed con¬
ditions, to purchase and sell any article
to which the act applies. The act will
continue in force for six months, un-
less Parliament directs otherwise.

Wilson's Plea
Is Heeded by
Rail Shopmen

Strikers on Five Lines
Return to Work Pending
Consideration of De¬
mands; the Others Wait

WASHINGTON, Aug. 8..Reports re¬
ceived by the Railroad Administration
to-day indicated that the response to
the President's appeal to striking rail¬
way shopmen to go back to work pend¬
ing adjustment of their wage demands
has been general, except in New Eng¬
land and in Indiana.
Work was resumed in many parts of

the country. On the New York, New
Haven & Hartford Railroad the cancel¬
lation of thirty-nine additional trains
was announced. In Indianapolis the
workers have refused to resume. In
Kansas City and Cincinnati railroad
officials expressed the opinion that nor¬
mal conditions would prevail to-mor¬
row. Elsewhere the situation is re¬
ported improving.
Among the roads whose employes

went back were the Lackawanna, Bal¬
timore & Ohio, Norfolk & Western,
Rock Island and Pennsylvania lines
west of Pittsburgh.
Union officials are urging the men

to return and believed that the re¬
sponse wouid be general. Opening of
negotiations between the strikers and
Director Genera'. Hines was set tenta¬
tively for next Tuesday.
John D. Saunders, secretary of the

Chicago council of the Federated Rail¬
way Shopmen's Union, announced that
the executive boar«! of the organization
was considering President Wilson's de¬
mand. He said the executive board ex¬
pects to reach a decision on what ac¬
tion will be taken by 5 o'clock to-mor¬
row afternoon. At that time, it is
said, the union will make a formal re¬
ply to President Wilson.

Freight traffic on nearly all lines
continued to be hampered, and it was
asserted by railroad officials that the
notice to accept shipments "subject to
delay" would be changed into an ab¬
solute embargo on many commodities
unless conditions improved shortly.
At Boston the railroad shopmen re¬

solved at a general meeting to-daythat their strike in New England would
continue at least until Monday, when
the proposition of President Wilson
that work be resumed pending an ad¬
justment of their grievances would be
considered.
Mr. Hines is understood to believe

that two main points are involved in
the settlement of wage demands:
First, how much has the cost of liv¬
ing increased beyond the increase in
wages; and, second, what are the
wages being paid in other industries
fo rtbe sama «lass of work.

!

Gentlemen of the Congress:
I have sought this opportunity to

address you because it is clearly my
duty to call your attention to the
present cost of living and to urge
upon you with all the persuasive
force of which I am capable the lcjr-
islative measures which would be
most effective in controlling it and
bringing it down.
The prices the people of this coun-

try are paying for everything that
it is necessary for them to use in
order to live are not justified by a

shortage in supply, either present
or prospective, and are in many
cases artificially and deliberately
created by vicious practices which
ought immediately to be checked by
law. They constitute a burden upon
us which is the more unbearable be-
cause we know that it is wilfully
imposed by those who have the power
and that it can by vigorous public
action be greatly lightened and made
to square with the actual conditions
of supply and demand.
Some of the methods by which

these prices are produced are already
illegal, some of them criminal, and
those who employ them will be ener¬

getically proceeded against; but oth¬
ers have not yet been brought under
the law, and should be dealt with
at once by legislation.
Price« Are the Talk
Of Every Domestic Circle

I need not recite the particulars
of this critical matter; the prices
demanded and paid at the sources of
supply, at the factory, in the food
markets, at the shops, in the restau¬
rants and hotels, alike in the city
and in the village. They are familiar
to you. They are the talk of every
domestic circle nnd of every group
of casual acquaintances even. It is
a matter of familiar knowledge, also,
that a process has set in which in
likely, unless something is don« to
push prices and rents and the whole
«oat of living higher and yet higher,

*>-

in a vicious eye'" to which there is
no logical or natural,end.
With the increase in the price of

the necessaries of life com
for increases in wage
which are justified if there
other means of enabling men to li»\
Upon the increase of wages there
follows close an increase in the
price of the products who«e pro
ducers have been accorded the in¬
crease.not a proportionate increas«
for the manufacturer does not con-
tent himself with that, but an in
crease considerably greater than the
added wage cost and for which the
added wage cost is of;entimes hard¬

ie ¡y more than an excuse.

Strikes of Worker»
Only Make Matter* Worse

The laborers who do not get an
increase in pay when they demand
it are lik"ly to renke, and the strike
only makes matters worse. It checks
production, it affects the railways,
it prevents distribution and strip-
the markets, so thac there is pres¬
ently nothing to buy, and there is
another excessive addition to prices
resulting from the scarcity.

These are facts and forces with
which we have become only too
familiar, but we are not justified
because of our familiarity with them
or because of any hasty and shallow
conclusion that they are "natural''
and inevitable in sitting inactively
by and letting them work their fatal
results if there is anything that we
can do to check, correct or reverse
them. I have sought this opportunity
to inform the Congress what the
Executive is doing by way of remedy
and control, and to suggest where
effective legal remedies are lacking
and may be supplied.
We must, I think, frankly admu

that there is no complete immediate
remedy to be had from legislation
and executive action. Tha f»«.«

President Would
Publish Prices

Mr. Wilson Asks That the Lever Law
Be Extended to Cover Prices of

Clothing and Shoes

He Would Force Supplies
Out of Cold Storage

Tells Labor Strikes Will Make Matters
Worse; Pleads for Ratification

of Peace Treatv

WASHINGTON, Aug. 8..President Wilson today ad¬
dressed a joint session of Congress on the high cost of living.

For the present situation the President named these.
Causes

Present prices are not justified by any shortage ofsupply.
Some of the methods by which these prices ar pro¬duced are illegal; some arc criminal.
Laborers who strike for higlu r pay mala matters

ivorse by checking production.
The free processes of supply and dt 'rand are notoperating because .the peace has 'not been signed.

The President suggested these.
Remedies

The peace treaty should be ratified.The Lever war time food control bill should bi ex¬tended to cover all necessaries of life and should be madepermanent.
Penalties should be fixed for profiteering.A time limit should be put on cold storage.Goods released from storage should bear the date oftheir receipt and the market pnce at that time.Goods in interstate commerce should be marked with,the price paid to the producer.
Corporations engaged in interstate commerce shouldbe licensed, competitive selling secured and unreasonableprofits prevented.
The, bill, note pending, aiming at fraudulent promu¬tions, should be passed.

The President said the Administration had adopted th<
Measures

Swrplus army supplies toere being sold to the public.Profiteers were being prosecuted muh r the food con¬trol act and the Sherman anti-trust aet.Attempts were being made to stop food hoarding.

Text of President Wilson 's Address
To Congress on Cost of Living


